Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


^'EPARTM.ENT 
JP^GRfCULTUJ^E 


2. 


H0USEK3EPEHS'  CHAT 


Release:     Tuesday  Apri] 
(HOT  FOR  PUBLICATION) 


Subject:  "Clothes  Moths."  Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Entomology,  U.S.D.A. 
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— oqOoo — 

The  time  was  when  a  first-class  housekeeper  only  liad  to  worry  about  moths 
during  one  season  of  the  ^^gar— the  warm  months.     She  looked  after  her  ^Tinter 
woolens,  furs,  and  so  forth  during  the  first  warm  days  of  spring  and  stored  them 
away  safe  from  attack.    Then  she  didn't  have  to  think  about  moths  again  imtil 
the  ner:t  spring. 

But  those  were  the  days  before  steam-heated  houses.     Those  were  the  days 
when  many  rooms  in  the  liouse  were  cold  except  during  the  summer,  when  clothes 
closets  and  bedrooms  and  chests  were  as  cold  almost  as  the  weather  outsiae  and 
only  the  living  quarters  of  the  house  were  kept  warm.    Moths  just  weren't  hardy 
eno'ogh  to  nibtle  clothes  kept  in  such  cold  quarters.     So  they  didn't  get 
work  until  the  temperature  of  the  closet  or  room  got  above  50  degrees  Fahrenheit 
in  the  spring, 

i3ut  nowadays  when  our  homes  are  warm  the      ar  around,  v/e  have  to  keep  a 
constant  eye  on  our  woolens,  cor  furs,  and  any  other  articles  liable  to  attack. 
Wc  have  to  care  for  them  the  year  aroimd.    Steam  heated  houses  keep  motns 
comfortable,  alive  and.. active. 

Most  housekeepers  get  a  TDanicky  feeling  when  they  see  a  little  ^^oth  or 
miller  flying  out  of  the  clothes  closet  or  about  the  house  generally.  Tne^moths 
that  fly  directly  to  or  about  the  light  --.re  not  the  clothes  moths  that  fo  ohe 
damage.     The  villain  is  the  tiny,  buff-colored  glistening  miller  who  likes  dark- 
ness and  flies  in  the  dark  corners,  or  when  disturbed,  tries  to  hide  benmd  tne 
plothes  in  the  clothes  closet.    Watch  out  for  this  moth  for  it's  theone  wno  lays 
eggs  in  our  fvrs  and  wool  clothes.    But  the  drunage  doesn't  begin  imtU  jgg 
hatches  out  and  the  tiny  worms  or  moth  larvae  start  feasting.     It  pays  to  kill 
the  moth,  in  whatever  stage  you  find  it,  whether  it's  a  flymg  miller,  a  tiny 
white  cgg-no  bigger  than  a  pin  head,  a  small  white  feeding  worm,  or  a  tmy  cocoon. 

At  this  tine  of  year  wc  housewives  have  several  problems  to  consider  in  the 
job  of  keeping  the  household  free  from  moth  damage. 

^irst,  of  course,  there  are  the  winter  clothes.    ^Tlvat  is  the  safest  method 
to  follow  with  the  woolens  th.at  can  be  stored  away  for  the  entire  winter  season? 

Then,  wh.at  of  the  s-ammer  sweaters,  the  golf  hose,  the  blanlcets  t^at  will 
be  used,  occasionally  at  least,  during  the  summer,  so  Cc-Ji't  be  packed  away? 
Of  course,  moths  won't  do  dnr.v^^e  to  clothes  tliat  are  in  daily  or  weekly  use, 
but  if  these  articles  are  allowed  to  lie  witliout  attention  for  some  time,  t.ie 


moths  .^re  likely  to  get  in  their  dirty  .rork  before  you  know  it. 

And,  last  hut  not  least,  what's  to  he  done  to  protect  furniture  and  r^sT 
There  oxe  three  considerations  that  should  he  tho.^ght  over  early. 

ir.^.  nr^^i  f^,v^  that  WOP  H  he  needed  for  the  sumaer  period 
If  you  Kave  woolens  and  fxvrs  that  won  l  ,  ^  ^  to  free  them 

and  which  can  he  stored  out  of  sight  ^£'3^ukt  and  crush  and 

from  any  possihle  moth  eggs.     Talce  the  ^1°^^^%^^^°^'^^ ^^hL  and  ^vave  the 

air  them  well.    To  he  do^.hly  sure,  --f^^^''J^;''lJ^^Z-tl.c^  usually 

others  clerked.     Thorough  hrushmg,  shakxng,  airing  and 

rids  garments  of  any  eggs  or  larvae  that  might  he  on  t.ie  g^^^^^^^^; 

the  things  away  immediately  where  the  moths  canH  ge  ^^J^^^:,.  ,L 

them  with  heavy  unhroken  paper  and  seal  all  tae  edges  w  f 

ce^  hang  dresses  and  coats  in  garment  hags__thao  have^  tj^ae  si  g^  ^^^J^^^ 

for  the  moth  to  enter.  ar-cV  t...cy  y^'-'-; there 'is  no  more  convenient  and 
in  them  when  they  are  placed  in  the  J^^^s.  there  i.  no  ^^^^ 

safe  place  ^^or^^-^^^.l^^J'^^^^^^^^  hefore  they 

garments  ore  first  rid  of  all  ^"^'i  f  tZ  tL't  Ire  stored  in  trui^s  or  tightly 

Kapth^lene  cones  in  the  fom  of  flakes  or  noth  br.lls. 

no.  rC.ovt  tboso  colons  tix.t  nay  be  used  ^^^7 
That.  J     different  story.    Even  constant  hatching  ^^r.^.i^ 
in  hot  h.n.id  clir,mtes.    So  for  those  a  frequent  ^"-^^S,  a.r.nG.  >.nd  J_ 
Is  advised    Sprc^ing  nith  certain  Both  proof .nfe  '"^J^  .^t^present  knovm 

sistance  of  practical  inportance  . '^"^^  ^  '  ^ 

tliat  conpletely  and  pemanently  irmunizes  the  garnents. 

,on.t  n.*e  the  nistake  of  thinking  *^^y°-^^i!*^t-o"nt^y:^'c^o^ets. 
introducing  the  funes  of  -.-^aptJ.alene  or  P-^^-^^^f^^.f^^^f f^!^*:  ^^^t  he  very 
In  order  to  he  effective  in  preventing  noth  ^an^se,  tnese  tu 
concentrated.    In  other  ^ords,  the  fmngants  nust  he  used  m  tig 
compartnents  chere  the  fur.es  can't  escape. 

I.  the  noantine.  however.  I-d  like  t/^^^^f-.^^^'^^^  j^'J  your'hSu'se.  youT 
interested  in  knor/ing  the  best  n-.ethods  of  ^-^«^P"-,.f^*f,^3°;;t^3  Ld  Their  Control, 
want  a  cOT>y  of  that  very  useful  bulletin  "1°*"^°^  I  haven't  ti-..e  to  tell 

It  will  tell  you  all  the  details  a.out  war       ^°*^\^^^•*,L;Olothes  Hot;,s  ,and 
you  toda-.    You  can  order  this  bulletin  by  nane  or  nur-.De_ 
Their  Control",  Bulletin  1353. 

scientists  in  the  Bureau  of  Entonology  ^^^^^ e^^Slo, 
of  clothes  noths  have  e^loded  a  few  ^r-^^^^^^^^fno- of f oct  at  all  on 

they  have  discovered  that  nan;,  of  the  '^^^f^^^^^^^^^t     tobacco  extracts, 
the  noths.    -Here  cTe  a  few  of  these  futile  =  '      °„  -Angelica  root  dusted 

lavender  flowers  scattered  on,  cayenne    P°Pf^^'-^"fJ=4_cedar  leaves.  ?hore 
on,  blacl.  pepper,  salt,  borax    ^^^-^f  J^^^  ^/?riends  h.ave  used  in  all 

are  several  nore  worthless  substances  ^'--f  '^J  °^„%„od  to  apT^car  Just  the 
ood  faith  and  then  wondered  how  the  noth  holes  happenoa  i,  j  y. 


same. 
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The  moral  of  that  talc  is  that  it  pays  to  go  after  your  moths  sciontif ically 
and  not  \7aste  year  tine  .and  noney  on  vrorthlcss  rcriedies, 

"That  was  that?     Somehody  Tvants  advice  on  keeping  moths  out  of  over-stuffed 
furniture  v^ith  wool  covering?    That  is  a  problem.     ?,Tien  moths  lay  their  eggs  in  . 
the  interior  or  the  filling  of  furniture  as  they  are  apt  to  do,   it  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  get  fumes  or  liquids  to  penentrate. 

Frequent  "brushing,  and  the  use  of  small  vacuum  cleaners  and  vacuum  cleaning 
attachements  are  a  great  help  in  keeping  furniture  covering  free  from  moth  eggs. 

Once  the  moths  are  in  various  remedies  may  he  used.    Fumigation,  the  use 
of  hear  or  cold  and  moth-proofing  solutions  will  all  help  get  them  out. 

Information  on  this  subject  is  also  to  be  found  in  another  free  bulletin. 
This  one  is  called  "The  Control  of  Hoths  in  Upholstered  Furniture,"    It  is 
Farmers'  Bulletin  1555, 


